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As the academic year 
draws to a close, we say a 
fond farewell to our 
incredible Year 11 
students. This moment 
marks the end of one 
important chapter at 
Laleham Gap School and 
the beginning of exciting 
new journeys ahead.
We are immensely proud of 
everything you have 
achieved ñ not just in the 
classroom, but in the ways
youõve grown, overcome 
challenges, and supported 
one another. Your 
determination, resilience, 
and kindness have left a 
lasting mark on our school 
community.

Though itõs time to say 
goodbye, remember that 
Laleham Gap will always 
be a part of your story. 
We hope you carry 
forward all the 
confidence, skills, and 
memories you've gained 
here, wherever your 
path takes you next.
On behalf of all the 
staff and students, we 
wish you the very best 
for the future. You will 
be missed ñ but never 
forgotten.
Good luck and goodbye, 
Year 11!
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Fantastic Sports Days and Summer Fairs at
Laleham Gap School

Laleham Gap Schools 
annual Sports Days and 
summer Fair were a huge 
success, bringing the 
community together for 
fun and fundraising. 
With clear skies and 
warm sunshine, the 
events raised an 
impressive £1,800 for 
the Friends of Laleham 
Gap charity.
The sports competitions 
were a highlight, with 
students of all ages 
showing off their 
athletic skills in races 
and relays. The energy 
was contagious, and it 
was great to see the 
kids cheering each other 
on, demonstrating 
incredible sporting 
ability and school spirit.
Both the fairs offered 
something for everyone, 
with inflatables, a BBQ, 
candy floss, and a slush 
machine. Kids had lots of 
fun on the inflatable 
obstacle course while 
families enjoyed 
delicious food and sweet 
treats.
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Fantastic Sports Days and Summer Fairs at
Laleham Gap School

The lively atmosphere 
was made even better 
by the music provided 
by Year 7 student 
Nico, who did an 
amazing job as DJ. His 
great selection of 
tunes kept everyone 
dancing and added to 
the fun, making him a 
real star of the day.
The sense of 
community was evident 
throughout, with 
families, teachers, and 
students all coming 
together to support 
the event. The £1,800 
raised will go towards 
important projects for 
the school, and itõs 
heartwarming to see 
the Laleham Gap 
community so engaged.
Overall, they 
were fantastic days
full of sports, 
entertainment, and 
generosity. A huge 
thank you to everyone 
who volunteered, 
donated, and attended. 
We are already looking 
forward to next yearõs 
event!
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Mr Milton i̧nterviewed by Max

We had the chance to sit down with Mr Milton, our Head Teacher, to learn 
more about his journey in education, his time at Laleham Gap, and even his 
favourite holiday destination!
Q: Why did you decide to become a Head Teacher? A:Iõve been a teacher for 
over 20 years, and Iõm passionate about the quality of education and the 
curriculum. As a classroom teacher, you can make a difference in one room at 
a time. As a Head Teacher, I have the opportunity to positively influence how 
the whole school works ñwhich was a big reason why I wanted to take on this 
role.
Q: Why did you choose to work at Laleham Gap School? A: When I applied, 
the school had a residential provision ñwhich really appealed to me, as Iõve 
worked in residential schools before. I was also drawn to the schoolõs 
specialism in supporting young people with communication and interaction 
needs. My background includes working in SEMH (Social, Emotional and 
Mental Health) settings and in schools for pupils with profound and complex 
needs. This role has allowed me to bring that experience here ñand to keep 
learning myself.
Q: How long have you been at Laleham Gap School? A: It will be eight years 
this Christmas.
Q: Whatõs your favourite part of being Head Teacher? A: Football at 
lunchtimes!
Q: And your least favourite part? A: Meetings with Kent County Council.
Q: What are your hobbies? A: Cricket.
Q: Where is your office? A: You're in it!
Q: How many hours a week do you work? A: Every week is different, and 
thatõs one of the reasons I enjoy it. Iõm usually in school for three or four 
days a week, averaging around nine hours a day. I also work from home for at
least an hour every day and spend time in meetings or supporting other 
schools. I never do fewer than 50 hours a week ñand try not to go over 60!
Q: Whatõs an average day like as Head Teacher? A: There is no average day 
at Laleham Gapñthatõs what makes it so exciting! 
Q: What role do you play in special days, like culture or wellbeing events? A: 
I love getting involved ñespecially when it means dressing up and having fun! 
One of the great things about being Head Teacher is that I can make sure 
these special days happen. I can get them into the calendar, ensure staff are 
available, and help make sure they run smoothly.
Q: Whatõs your favourite memory at Laleham Gap School? A: There are too 
many to choose just one ñsorry!
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Mr Milton i̧nterviewed by Max

Q: If you could change one thing about the school, what would it be? A: 
Iõd make the school grounds bigger. Iõd love to have more space so that 
we can offer more activities and be even more imaginative and creative.
Q: If you could add a subject to the school curriculum, what would it be? 
A: Vocational subjects ñlike motor mechanics, bricklaying, hair and 
beauty, social care, and catering. Iõd love to offer more hands-on 
courses to all pupils.
Q: If you could add something new to the school dinner menu, what 
would it be? A: Crispy fried duck.
Q: If you werenõt a Head Teacher, what job would you like to do? A: I 
wouldnõt want another jobñbut if I could pick a dream one, Iõd play 
international cricket for England. Thatõs probably not going to happen 
though!
Q: If you could teach a subject here, what would it be? A: Iõm a science 
teacher by training ñmostly Chemistry and Biology. Iõd stick to those 
because theyõre what I know best.
Q: What was your favourite subject at school? A: Design Technology. I 
really liked the teacher ñMr Greenñand we had lots of freedom to 
choose our own topics.
Q: Favourite holiday destination? A: The Cairngorms in Scotland. Every 
visit is different, and it always feels like a unique experience.
Q: Anything else youõd like to add? A: I love working here and hope to 
continue for a long time to come.
Thank you to Mr Milton for sharing his thoughts ñand for being such a 
valued part of our school community!
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Here at LGS, we take our 
environment very seriously.
We have planted trees around 
the school, planted flower bulbs, 
recycled milk cartons to hold 
these flowers, collected crisp 
packets and used pens for 
charities and many other 
activities.
This summer we had solar panels 
installed on the school, we will 
have more information about 
these throughout the year, but 
they are already making our 
electricity for us. This was the 
crane that was needed to help 
install them!
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Laleham Gap Eco warriors

We wish to continue this with a 
big push to recycle plastics and 
to address littering and to help 
with this we are launching the 
Eco Warrior Group. Posters were 
designed and placed around the 
school; here are a selection of 
them.

Watch this space for more 
information about what the Eco 
Warriors get up to next !
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This year'sHead TeacherAwardshas been 

one of the hardest to choose, with so many 

pupils showing remarkable excellence, 

kindness, and dedication.

However, after much thought, the awards for 

2024/25 go to:

Leo FriendðSporting Excellence

Louis Harling BennettðPerforming Arts

Phoebe StockerðAcademic Progress

Congratulations to all of you ñwe areso 

proud of your achievements!ó 
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Year 11 Work Experience

Our Year 11 students began the year with an 
outstanding week of work experience, completing 
placements across 24 different organisations. The 
opportunities on offer were varied and engaging, 
and we have received excellent feedback from 
both students and employers.
Some students chose to take part in multiple 
placements to explore different career pathways, 
while others immersed themselves in a single 
workplace experience.

Our students were welomedat a variety of 
placements including Ambition Sport, Animal 
Rescue, Tescos, Ramsgate MOT Test Centre, 
Crystal Magic, Windmill Community Gardens and 
many more.

We are incredibly proud of every student for the 
professionalism and commitment they 
demonstrated while representing themselves and 
our school. A huge congratulations to all involved!

Supajam

Group placements and Laleham Gap Primary
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Year 11 Work Experience Pictures

LGS students enjoying a 

variety of placements.
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Year 11 Work Experience Pictures
October 2024
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Ramsgate MOT Centre 

(picture on left). 

Iwade Primary 

School McDonalds
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The Post 16 students 
started travel training 
in the second week of 
Term 1. This was 
supervised by the 
members of staff.
First, they walked to 
Sainsburyõs, where 
they went to the caf® 
and had the 
opportunity to roam 
around the store. Then 
they walked back to 
the school.
The next week, the 
students walked to 
Westwood Cross with 
staff, where they split 
into groups of two and 
went around the shops. 
The staff waited for 
the students at 
Coffee Corner because 
they felt the students 
were responsible 
enough to go on their 
own.
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The school held a fantastic bake-off sale in support of Children in Need. 

We raised a brilliant amount for the charity, and everyone thoroughly 

enjoyed the delicious treats on offer. The event was filled with 

excitement, generosity, and plenty of smiles!
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Strive Wildwood Trip

Our Year 7 Strive class enjoyed a wonderful day out 

at Wildwood, embracing the wide variety of animals 

and insects it has to offer. The students were 

engaged, curious, and enthusiastic throughout the 

visit, making it a memorable and enriching experience 

for everyone involved.
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8HS Wildwood Trip
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Germany wellbeing day pictures
The school held a German cultural wellbeing 

day, where many students had the opportunity 

to try a variety of traditional German foods. The 

day was thoroughly enjoyed by all who took 

part.
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Student Council Time Induction ðYear 7
Our Year 7 students showed great enthusiasm during their 
Student Council induction session. They eagerly got hands -on 
with activities, and some began preparing to take on their new 
roles within the council. It was wonderful to see their 
excitement, teamwork, and willingness to contribute to our 
school community. We look forward to seeing the positive 
impact they will make throughout the year!



ǜǔǜƏƑϔ͉͆̈́͆ ÕģťŌϔ͍ͅLaleham Gap News

Shrek the musical - A smash hit!

Back in February, our students wowed audiences with a fantastic 
performance of Shrek the Musical . From the hilarious characters 
to the catchy songs and colourful costumes, every moment was 
packed with energy and fun.

The cast and crew were absolutely brilliant, showing incredible 
talent, teamwork and commitment. Whether on stage or behind 
the scenes, everyone played a part in making the show a huge 
success.

A massive well done to all involved ñwe are so proud of you!
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Just a few days after we broke up for the summer, I got on a plane and travelled to Stavanger 

on the West coast of Norway  for a 270 -mile, 7 -day rowing adventure!  

  

I went straight to the harbour to meet my crew (all strangers) and see the rowing boat, Roxy. 

Roxy is small, very small and was my home for the next 7 days and nights, rowing in shifts:  3 

hours rowing, 3 hours sleeping, 3 hours rowing, 3 hours sleeping, three hours rowing, three hours  

sleeping, for 7 days.  

There were 12 of us on the boat, 6 people sle pt  while 6 rowed. I still donõt know how we managed 

to squeeze ourselves in the tiny cabins, sleep  and eat  ð it was very cosy!  

We ate ôastronaut foodõ in other words, dehydrated meals we had to add water to for them to  

be edible . Some were quite  tasty, and my favourite was macaroni cheese , the bean casserole 

didnõt stay down!  

We set off in quite blustery conditions, strong wind and a lot of swell which unfortunately made 

a lot of us very seasick. I was particularly bad as my anti -seasickness patches made me drowsy. 

I was nearly falling asleep when rowing and would crawl along the deck to the cabin where I 

collapsed into sleep wearing all my safety equipment, clothes and shoes only to be prodded 3 

hours later to get back up and start rowing again. This continued for the first 24 hours, and I 

felt terrible. My crew an d I were at s evere risk of dehydration, so the skipper decided an 

unplanned stop on shore. The Ultra Marathon runner on our trip  had enough, he caught a bus and 

waved us goodbye, ònot getting back on tható he said.  
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Norway is beautiful, lush green hills, clear blue seas, picture perfect scenery, clean, organised 

(and very expensive). After two nights ashore, removal of anti -seasickness patches, restaurant 

food, lots of sleep, and strength restored , we got back on Roxy. Back to the 3 hours rowing, 3 

hours sleeping, 3 hours rowing, 3 hours sleeping, through the night,  3 hours rowing,  gazing at 

stars,  3 hours sleeping,  listening to poems recited  by our skipper , 3 hours rowing,  3 hours 

sleeping in the sunshine,  3 hours row ing, in the rain,  3 hours sleeping, talking nonsense, 3 hours 

rowing, singing songs, 3 hours sleepin g and repeat.  

     

When you donõt feel sick, when youõre feel ing strong , when youõre with likeminded  people and the 

wind and tide are with you, you fly. I had the best time  and a true challenge and adventure. 

However, I no longer feel the need to row the Atlantic, coastal and river racing suits me fine. 

Lessons I learnt:  

¶ Donõt get on a bus and leave at the first problem, it can only get better! 

¶ Try it, you might like it  

¶ Teamwork makes the dream work  

¶ Sing, smile and embrace adventure  
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Lantern Festival

On Tuesday 1st and 

Friday 4 th October 

9CF were invited to a 

lantern workshop 

where we would make 

lanterns that would be 

displayed at Newington 

Lights Festival.

Newington Lights 

Festival happened on 

Friday 18 th October 

starting at the 

community centre at 

5pm. Next, they had a 

parade that left at 

6pm. Then the parade 

ended at The Royal 

Harbour Academy at 

7pm where there was a 

fireworks show.

When making the 

lanterns first we made 

the base out of willow 

and tape.

Next, we made 

decorations out of 

willow to put inside the 

lanterns.
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Lantern Festival

Then, we glued 

paper to the 

lanterns to 

protect it in case 

it rains. We glued 

it on by putting a 

sponge in glue 

paste and 

dragging it across 

the paper. After 

that we laid the 

paper over the 

lanterns to cover 

them.

Finally, we planned

out designs and 

made them on the 

lanterns with 

paint, felt tip pens 

and felt.

Thank you to 

Newington Lights 

Festival for 

sending people to 

help us make 

lanterns and to 

everyone else that 

was involved.
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Where Learning Comes Alive in 
Nature!

At our Forest School, every child 
from every year group gets the 
chance to embrace the great 
outdoors and discover the joy of 
learning in nature. Led by the 
wonderful Mrs Russell, our sessions 
are filled with laughter, adventure, 
and hands-on experiences that 
children will remember for years 
to come
.
Children enjoy a range of exciting 
activities including messy play , 
fire making , and the always -
popular toasting marshmallows
over the campfire ðall while 
sipping on warm, comforting hot 
chocolate. Whether itõs exploring 
the woodland, spotting birds, or 
simply squelching in mud, thereõs 
something for everyone, whatever 
the weather!

Come rain or shine, Forest School 
is a time to have 

fun, fun, fun , connect with the 
natural world, and grow in 
confidence, creativity, and 
independence ðall under the 
careful guidance of Mrs 
Russell, who ensures everyone 
is safe, happy, and truly at one 
with nature .
Itõs more than just outdoor 
learning ðitõs an adventure 
every child deserves.


